GWERNYFED COMMUNITY COUNCIL
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 7TH JUNE
AT 7.30PM IN VELINDRE VILLAGE HALL)
Present:
         Mr Glenn Smith (Chairman)
                              Miss Cheryl Lloyd (Vice Chair)
                              Mrs K M Griffiths

                              Mr Eric Hoole

                              Councillor Geraint Hopkins (item 12 only)                              
                              Mr Ray Jeffries

                              Mr Andrew Jones
                              Mr Haydn Jones

                              Mr Derek Price
In Attendance:    Mr Michael Hutchings (Clerk)

                                                  ACTION

                                                                                                                            ACTION

     1) Opening comments & Declarations of Interest

Mr Glenn Smith took the Chair and welcomed everyone to the 
     Meeting including a number of members of the public
     GS and CL declared an interest in item 12 (the development of the 
     Millfield Site in Velindre).
2) To Receive Apologies for Absence 

     None  

3)
Minutes of the last meeting 

The Minutes of the meeting held on 3rd May were approved.
     4) Matters Arising         
          (4) The parking situation had not been improved by the introduction

                of the new bollards as motorists simply parked between the 

                bollards.MH to write to PCC to see whether further bollards could        MH

                be introduced.

  
5) Planning Matters

Plot 7 Black Mountain View
There were no objections to the proposed development

Pen-y-Lan,Tregoyd

There were no objections to the retrospective planning application for

 a two storey extension on the side of the existing farmhouse 

6) Literature & Information received 
BBNP summary of consultations

CL undertook to have a look at this and consider whether any action 

was required on the part of the Council                                                        CL

PCC Annual Accounts                                                             

It was noted that these would be available for public inspection from 
13th July

7) Glasbury School
As the fabric of the existing primary schools was in poor condition 

PCC’s current thinking was to close 5 of the schools  (Glasbury,Bronllys,Llanigon,Ffynnon Gynydd and Rhosgoch),retain 3 Llyswen,Clyro and Llangorse) and build  2 new schools at Hay on 

Wye and Talgarth. Hence there would be no school sited in the Glasbury/Gwernyfed area. Whilst there was little to be gained by 
mounting a “save our schools campaign” a group had been formed 
by a number of concerned parents (known by the acronym PEGG) 
with a view to ensuring that one of the new schools was located in the Gwernyfed/Glasbury area.It was suggested that the new school could 
be sited in the grounds of Gwenyfed High School.DP stressed that 
what mattered was the quality of education on offer and that to stand 

any chance of success  the  lobbying would have to be undertaken 
on behalf of the whole community rather than by parents alone. 
AJ to draft a suitable letter.                                                                           AJ                                                                                                   
     8)   Financial Matters
           The Clerk’s fees & expenses  for March amounting to £189.54
           (including VAT) were approved.

            New Millenium’s annual fee for managing the Council’s website in 

            the sum of £123.50 was approved

            It was agreed to make a contribution of £530.11 to St Peter’s Church 

            Hall representing 75% of the insurance and water rates         
9) County Councillor’s Report
          None. 

  10)   AOB                                                                                                       
None

  11)    Date of Next Meeting
            Tuesday 5th July in St Peters Church Hall,Glasbury 
12) Proposed development of the Millfield Site
(Mr Andrew Jones took the chair for this item)

 AJ Invited Mr Williams (the owner of the land) to present his 

 proposals.

He said that he was keen to put something back into the village and  

that his Agent had undertaken a survey to demonstrate local needs. 

However the validity of the survey was  questioned by the residents 

as only 39 forms had been returned out of a possible 800 (the number 
of people on the Gwernyfed electoral roll) and it was noted that forms 
were only given to residents who were actually at home when the 
survey was carried out.The survey also suggested that there were a 
large number of holiday homes in the village whereas in reality 
there was only one.                                                                                   

The development would comprise a mixture of open market and 
affordable housing but that it was unlikely that the affordable 

housing would sell for less that £150,000 which wasn’t affordable 

for the majority of  first time buyers.

Many residents felt that the proposed development was 

disproportionate to the size of the existing village and that there 
no facilities to support it eg. no shops or post office, no bus service

(apart from dial a ride) ,inadequate roads. and limited water and 

sewage facilities. It was also noted that there was a proposal to close 

Glasbury School and that there were limited job opportunities in the 

area.Attention was drawn to the fact  that Powys could impose an “
infrastructure levy” on developments of more than 20 houses.

The residents also suggested  that it would be useful if an independent

survey was carried out and that consideration be given to including 

all of Velindre within the BBNP rather than just part.

GH confirmed that PCC would be drawing up a list of “candidate sites” 

which would then be “vetted” by the planners and put out for a further 

period of consultations.- a process that could take up to 2 years,

AJ thanked Mr Williams and the resident of Velindre for letting the 
Community Council have their views and that in the light of these views  

the Council would be formulating a response to BBNP.The matter 

would be further discussed by the Council at it’s July meeting but a 

formal response to the BBNP would have to wait until September when
the LDP was expected to come out for consultation.
