Gwernyfed Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 4th April 2017
St Peters Church Hall, Glasbury on Wye
Community Councillors Present
Mr Andy Jones (Chair)

Mrs Jackie Hattingh


Mrs Cheryl Hyde 

Mr Eric Hoole

Mr Ray Jeffries

Mr David Edlin

Cllr Geraint Hopkins

In Attendance
Mrs Rachel Jones (Clerk)

1 Opening Comments

AJ welcomed everyone to the meeting, including those who had come to observe and speak on item 5, and outlined the process for speaking at meetings.
2
Declarations of Interest

AJ and RJ both declared an interest in item 5.  RJ informed the meeting that, as a local resident, he would remain in the meeting but not take part in any discussion or vote.  
3
Apologies

Mrs Margaret David, Mr Grahame Day and Mr Derek Price
4
Minutes of the meeting held on 7th March 2017
Accuracy

The minutes were accepted as accurate and were signed by AJ

Matters Arising

I
Item 4VIII
No response had been received regarding the new road sign for Felindre.
Action: Clerk to follow up with PCC

II
Item 6(iii)
AJ confirmed he had contacted James Protheroe regarding the Jo Cox Memorial lunch.
III
Item 9
AJ confirmed he had attended another meeting with the Wye & Usk Foundation and had agreed to produce some posters for an information evening to be held at the Harp Inn
IV
Item 12(i)
GH and AJ reported that as there hadn’t been a Governors meeting, the issue of traffic around the High School hasn’t been raised yet. 
V
Item 12(ii)
EH reported that the rubbish had been removed.
VI
Item 12(iii)
EH reported that the collapse of the safe route to school/cycle route had still not been addressed, GH commented that this had been included in the forward work programme.
5
Planning Matters
P/2017/0236 - Outline: Erection of 18 dwellings and associated works (with some matters reserved) and demolition of Tramroad Cottage and former Glasbury School at Land at Former Glasbury School & Tramroad Cottages Glasbury Powys
AJ introduced the application and mentioned that this site will also come up under the discussion on the LDP later in the agenda.

AJ left the meeting and DE took the Chair

DE invited Dr S O’Reilly to speak to the meeting.  Dr O’Reilly informed the meeting that he was speaking on behalf of approx. 12 people who had attended a meeting the previous evening to gather local views on the application.  A copy of his notes are appended to these minutes, but the following issues were covered:

· Lack of inclusion within the LDP or UDP

· Access concerns

· Inadequate transport plan

· Loss of community resource

· Concern over water and sewerage

· Lack of adequate environmental survey

· Landscape impact

CH queried whether the proposed houses would be linked into the same sewerage system as Felindre, as recent construction there has had to have individual tanks.  GH commented that this site was not in the UDP, not a candidate site in the LDP and there had already been approval given for 39 dwellings on the far side of Three Cocks, and that this should cover the requirement for new builds in the areas.  EH queried whether any development on the school site was objected to, Dr O’Reilly clarified that he wasn’t opposed to all development, but was opposed to the plan that was under discussion.  JH asked how long ago the Lottery funding had been provided as they have an interest in the land for 20 years after funding, it was thought that the time period was about 20 years since funding had been received.  JH also queried whether the middle section of land with no proposed development on it would remain undeveloped if the plan went ahead.  DE stated that the Community Council is here to reflect the views of the community, he therefore proposed that a response be formulated along the line of the presentation by Dr O’Reilly, this was seconded by CH.  There were four votes in agreement with DE’s proposal and one abstention.  DE thanked all for coming to the meeting and providing their views.
Action: Clerk to produce a response to PCC

AJ returned to the room and took the Chair
6
Literature & Information Received
(i)
Wales Air Ambulance
A letter had been received requesting financial support.  CH proposed £250, RJ seconded this and it was agreed by all.
Action: Clerk to send £250 to the Wales Air Ambulance

(ii)
Powys Archives Newsletter
This item was received
(iii)
Code of Conduct Training
This item was received and discussed.  It was suggested that depending on the outcome of the elections, this training might be required.  JH queried whether a mentor could also support any new Councillors.
(iv)
Bronllys Wellbeing Park

This item was received

(v)
Local Drainage Issue

GH reported that he was attending a meeting with officers from the Highways department and the resident to look at the issue later this week.

(vi)
Review of Electoral Arrangements Consultation

This item was received.  It was agreed to bring this item back next month for further consideration and a response.

Action: Clerk to place this item on next months agenda

7
County Councillors Report 
GH reported as the Council was now in Purdah, there was nothing to report.
8
Items for the Brecon & Radnor Express
It was agreed that the previously distributed item that CH had produced could go to the B&R
9
Local Development Plan
DE had provided the documents from previous consultations to AJ who had met with Adrian Humpage of PCC.  They had mainly discussed the school site and how best to represent the case and how to add information to the inquiry.  PCC have stated in writing that it is opposed to this as a development site.  During the meeting AJ had understood that the Community Council would be able to speak at the inquiry, but on further investigation, this was found to not be the case, although written representations could be submitted to add to the Councils case.  This submission has to be received by 10th April.  It was agreed that as the Community Council had convened the meeting to gain the communities views on the candidate site, that this should be used as the basis for the response.

Action: AJ to send response to PCC

There are also several other sites to be covered at the inquiry, at which the Community Council has an opportunity to speak.  These are the crossroad site, Great House Barn, extension to the Talgarth Junction development site, field opposite Aberllynfi House, former railway line site near the sewerage works, and the Treble Hill site.  AJ reported that PCC were unlikely to fight the objections to the crossroad site, and were opposed to the inclusion of the other sites, with the exception of Treble Hill.  Following a discussion on Treble Hill, it was felt that as the development description had been reduced to 5 dwellings, and as the site is in split ownership, that the Community Council wouldn’t seek to speak or submit further information on this site.  It was agreed that DE would go to the inquiry to speak on the crossroads site.
Action: DE to attend the inquiry on 4th May
10
Financial Matters

(i)
Powys County Council had quoted to provide a payroll service, the quote was for £305.77 + VAT.  PAVO currently charges £120.  It was agreed to stay with PAVO

(ii)
A request for financial support had been received from the Royal Agricultural Benevolent Institution.  Whilst it was agreed that this was a worthwhile organisation, it was agreed to not send a donation, but to continue supporting their community fundraising.

(iii)
The Clerks salary of £200 was agreed.  
11
Any Other Business

(i)
GH had been approached by a resident from Pontithel to request village name signs.
Action: Clerk to contact PCC to request these signs 

(ii)
AJ had been contacted by a Three Cocks resident who had noted that the new bus stops were without timetables.  EH undertook to deal with this.
Action: EH to ensure timetables are provided

(iii)
AJ requested that all give some consideration to the role of Chair of the Community Council and stated that he was keen that this should be a post that moves around the communities.
Next Meeting – 9th May 2017 in at 7pm for the AGM and 7:30pm for the main meeting in Felindre Village Hall.
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