
Gwernyfed Community Council
Minutes of Meeting held on 6th January 2015
Velindre Village Hall, Velindre
Present
Mr Andy Jones (Chair)


Mr James Evans


Mrs Margaret David


Mrs Cheryl Hyde


Mr David Edlin


Mr Eric Hoole


Mr Ray Jeffries


Mr Derek Price 


Cllr Geraint Hopkins 
In Attendance
Mrs Rachel Jones (Clerk)

1 Opening Comments

AJ welcomed everyone to the meeting

2
Declarations of Interest

JE declared an interest in item 4VII (Gwernyfed RFC) and GH declared an interest in item 5 (Application to modify footpath – Hay Forest)
3
Apologies

Mr Grahame Day sent his apologies.

4
Minutes of the meeting held on 4th November 2014
Accuracy

The minutes were accepted as accurate and were signed by AJ

Matters Arising

I
Item 4I
AJ had not received a response from Cllr Powell and so had contacted the Leader of PCC, Cllr Barry Thomas.  Very shortly afterwards a response had been received from Cllr Powell which was distributed to the Community Council.  It was noted as odd that the Highways Authority relied on private individuals to confirm their ownership of land.  AJ will acknowledge the letter, but it was felt that as there had been an undertaking to keep the Community Council informed of progress in this matter, that no further action should be taken at this time.
Action: AJ to acknowledge receipt of the letter from Cllr Powell indicating continued interest in the issue. 

II
Item 4II
AJ had contacted NC-J regarding the website and it was noted that some further works have been undertaken, although there is still some information missing.  NC-J wasn’t able to offer a solution to the issue of viewing the website on older devices.  He had also tried to establish whether connection to the internet would be possible via a mobile device, but both of the meeting locations had very limited mobile coverage.  He indicated that when the superfast broadband is installed, this situation should improve.
III
Item 4IV
A response had finally been received from Powys CAB to the request for them to provide figures for the number of Gwernyfed residents who used their services.  They were not able to provide this information.
IV
Item 4V
A response had been received from PCC regarding the lack of information on the bus timetables.  This was accepted.  However, EH pointed out that from Three Cocks there is no timetable at all for travelling towards Hereford.
Action: Clerk to respond to PCC with a request for a timetable in Three Cocks
V
Item 6(iii)
AJ will pass the badger survey information to NC-J
Action: AJ to pass information to NC-J
VI
Item 9(1)
It was confirmed that the precept figure would stay as £19.03, giving an overall income of £8962.18
Action: Clerk to send return to PCC
VII
Item 9(2)
JE hadn’t been able to clarify what any excess of the requested £600 might be spent on due to the unavailability of Peter Weavers.  CH proposed that a donation of £200 be sent, this was agreed by all
Action: Clerk to send cheque for £200 to Gwernyfed RFC

VIII
Item 10(2)
A response had been received from PCC regarding the signage on the entrance to Glasbury from the Hay direction.  Signage enhancement has taken place to give clearer advance warning, this was gratefully acknowledged.

Action: Clerk to acknowledge with thanks these works


A response had also been received regarding the crossing near the garage in Glasbury.  The response was a request for officers to conduct a site visit, although it was noted that the incorrect officer had been asked to attend.  It was suggested that a member of the Community Council should also attend this meeting, DE offered his attendance if he is available.

Action: Clerk to forward the response to the correct officer and also to ask that the Community Council be provided with the date of the meeting 

IX
Item 10(5)
GH had received a comprehensive response from PCC (copy held with the minutes) regarding the location of the brown tourism sign for River Café / Wye Valley Canoes.  It was noted that following an enquiry from GD, that a 200m distance advice had been added to the sign, which will hopefully resolve the issue.

5
Planning Matters

BBNP – Application to modify the Definitive Map and Statement by adding a bridleway at Hay Forest (The Alt), Felindre in the Community of Gwernyfed, County of Powys

There were no further observations on this application as a response had previously been sent.
6
Literature & Information Received
(i)
PCC – Devolving Outdoor Recreation Facilities
Velindre has already in place a group who are looking into the running of the Pound playing area.  EH suggested he could contact the residents of Three Cocks to see if there was any interest in a community group establishing itself to manage their play areas.  A draft of the information will be brought to the next meeting:

Action: EH to provide a draft of the information to be distributed to the residents of Three Cocks.

It was noted that the letter from PCC also referred to play areas in Llanigon, GH will ensure that the Community Council for Llanigon receive a copy of the letter.

Action: GH to send letter to Llanigon CC

(ii)
BBNP Consultation of Planning Guidance
This item was received

(iii)
Open Space Assessment
This item was received
(iv)
WG – National Transport Plan Consultation

This item was received
(v)
Neighbourhood Management Update – December

This item was received.  RJ advised that the speed camera van would be back in operation in the area.
(vi)
PCC Archives Newsletter

This item was received
7
County Councillors Report 
Due to the Christmas break, there was very little to report.  Cabinet is again looking at the finances with a £3million deficit.

8
Financial Matters
The payment of £150 to the Clerk was agreed.

10
Any Other Business
1
MD queried the planning requirements for a large agricultural building at Old Gwernyfed.  It was clarified that as an agricultural building, planning permission was not required.
2
RJ had received several complaints regarding the blocking of the pavement near the Harp Inn.  It was agreed that where vehicles were parked wholly on the road, this wasn’t such an issue as it helped to slow down the speed of the traffic, but vehicles were parked blocking the pavement completely, forcing pedestrians into the road.

Action: Clerk to contact the police 

Next Meeting – 3rd February 2015 in St Peters Church Hall.


